
Tiger’s KindergartenNovember 2017 Newsletter

 

Kindergarten Teacher: Jennifer Hodgell 

After School Program Teacher: Lynne Maguire 

 

A Time for Learning Reminder  
It is extremely important that the Tiger’s arrive at school by 9 a.m.  This is when the Kindergarten day 

officially starts and our Morning Circle begins.  We highly recommend arriving by 8:45 a.m.  This gives your 

child a chance to settle into the classroom before Morning Circle begins. During our Morning Circle, the 

children are being introduced to the core concepts of the curriculum.  When the children arrive late and 

miss the information, it makes center time a very frustrating experience for them. In addition, the children 

can be easily distracted.  When someone enters the classroom during circle, the children lose their focus 

and we have to start all over again.  Thank you for your cooperation and understanding! 

 

Halloween Reminder  
The Tigers will enjoy a Halloween celebration on Tuesday, October 31st.  We will start our 

morning by decorating tablecloths with Halloween decorations.  We will play several Halloween 

themed games such as Halloween Bingo, Pin the Nose on the Pumpkin, and Freeze Dance to 

Halloween Music.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the classroom door if you are interested in 

bringing something in for our celebration.  The Halloween Parade will take place at 11 a.m. in 

the main lobby of the building.  You are cordially invited to join us to help cheer for the children 

 If you are available to lend a helping hand on Halloween, it will be GREATLY APPRECIATED!  

The party and parade will be taking place between 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  I could use all the help I 

can get with 14 very excited little Tigers! 

  November 6th  
 

Happy 5th Birthday, Joshua! 



Important Dates  

Sunday, November 5th Daylight Saving.  Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

back! 

Monday, November 6th  Ms. Jen Vacation Day 

Friday, November 10th Veteran’s Day observed.  The center will be 

closed. 

Saturday, November 11th Veteran’s Day 

Wednesday, November 22nd Tiger’s Thanksgiving Feast 

Thursday, November 23rd Thanksgiving Day.  The center will be closed. 

Friday, November 24th  Day After Thanksgiving.  The center will be closed. 

 

Thanksgiving Feast  

We will be celebrating Thanksgiving on Wednesday, November 22nd.  The 

Kindergartners will be working together to make cornbread and butter for our 

feast.  We will also create Pilgrim hats and bonnets and Native American 

headbands.  The children can choose which they would like to wear on the day of 

the feast.  The feast will be taking place at 11:45 a.m. in the Kindergarten 

classroom.  The Prekindergarten classroom will be joining us.  We invite you to join 

us for our feast, as well.  If you are interested in bringing something in for our 

feast, there will be a sign-up sheet on the classroom door the week prior to the 

feast.  

Reminders  
 Please check the yellow/blue box above your child’s cubby daily.  This is where you will find your 

child’s school work, art creations, personal belongings, and notices from the teacher, and important 

information from the center.  
 Please read the white board by the classroom door and check the Remind App for any information 

regarding the weekly curriculum and Show and Tell. 
 Please make sure your child has a spare set of clothing.  Also, keep in mind, the weather is getting 

cooler.  Your child will need long sleeve shirts, pants, a sweatshirt, socks, and underwear.  These 

can be stored in the large bucket below your child’s cubby. 
 Please check your child’s toothbrush and toothpaste basket on a regular basis. 

 



November Curriculum 

Language 

 Practice writing last names beginning with a capital followed by lowercase letters 

 Review letters Pp, Bb, Tt, Dd, Ff, and Vv. 

 Introduce letters Kk, Gg, and Qq,  

 Listening to literature and applying knowledge to a journal entry 

 Exploring the writing process: prewriting, drafting, responding, revising, and publishing 

 Using sentence strips to brainstorm ideas for Thanksgiving. 
Language Standards Covered: 
MA2.  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what 

they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

MA3.  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about 

the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

MA1:Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults insmall and 

larger groups.A.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts 

under discussion).  B.  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

MA1.Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 

d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 

 f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

Reading 

 Review first and last names 

 Review first and last names of peers 

 Review sight words: a, I, my, am, and the. 

 Introduce sight words: it, is, we, and, me, and in. 

 Exploring how illustrations help to tell a story using the following book: “I Need a Lunch Box” 

 Introducing the process of breaking down a word into individual letter sounds to sound out the 

word. 

 Using picture cues to assist us in sounding out words 

 Shared Reading and Writing using the picture book, “Alphabet Soup” 

 Creating an alphabet names and words chart 

 Identifying position words: following directions 

 Identifying the following parts of a story: beginning, middle, end 

 Introducing the concept of opposites using the fable: “The Tortoise and the Hare” 

 Guided Reading Groups with the following Take Home Books: “The Party”, “Pig’s Party”, “Carrot 

Cake”, and “The Cake” 

 Introducing concept of fiction and non-fiction books using the following books: “I Have a Pet”, 

“Spike”, “I Need a Lunch Box”, and “The First Thanksgiving” 



 Introduce the story concept of characters 

 Have a mock “Pet Show”: creating labels and information cards 
Reading Standards Covered: 
MA1.  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text 

MA2.  With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details 

MA3.  With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story 

MA6.  With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story. 

MA7.  With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what 

moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

Math 

 Copying patterns: AB, AAB, ABB, AABB, and ABC 

 Extending patterns: What comes next? 

 Problem solving with patterns: create your own pattern and have peers try to extend the pattern 

 Begin working toward skip counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s using the number chart and counting 

caddy. 

 Introduce concept of left and right 

 Apply concept of left and right by making a path in the classroom and drawing items the left and 

right of the path. 

 Measuring ingredients for the recipes for the Thanksgiving Feast 
Math Standards Covered: 
MA a. Describe and compare measurable attributes.  

MA b. Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category. 

MA A. Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, cylinders, and 

spheres).  

1. Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, and describe the relative positions of these objects using 

terms such as above, below, beside, in front of, behind, and next to.  

2. Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientation or overall size.  

MA A. Know number names and the count sequence.  

1. Count to 100 by ones and by tens.   

2. Count forward beginning from a given number within the known sequence (instead of having to begin at one).  

Science 

 Exploring Magnets: What kind of object do magnets attract? 

 Creating a wind gauge. Using a yard stick, tie several items to the stick that range in weight.  Using 

the gauge, measure the strength of the wind in the front and back of the building. Compare and 

discuss where the wind was the strongest. 

 Investigating different kinds of plants: trees, shrubs, vines, and grass. 

 Exploring how various leaves are different and alike 

 Making butter and cornbread for the Thanksgiving Feast 

 Using our senses to investigate feed corn, corn meal, and flour at the sensory table 
Science Standards Covered: 
K-ESS2-1. Use and share quantitative observations of local weather conditions to describe patterns over time. 

Clarification Statements:  



 Examples of quantitative observations could include numbers of sunny, windy, and rainy days in a month, 
and relative temperature. 

 Quantitative observations should be limited to whole numbers. 
K-LS1-1. Observe and communicate that animals (including humans) and plants need food, water, and air to survive. Animals 

get food from plants or other animals. Plants make their own food and need light to live and grow. 

K-LS1-2(MA). Recognize that all plants and animals grow and change over time.  

Social Studies 

 Self-Control: Children must develop their own control.  Several activities will be done over a two 

week period to practice self-control.  Allow them to problem solve, help establish rules, and make 

choices.  Assist them in generating their own internal approval.  Teach them to think for 

themselves. Use positive discipline rather than punishment. Finally, demonstrate self-control 

yourself. 

 Conflict Resolution: Discussing healthy and socially acceptable ways to resolve a conflict.  

Exploring ways we can express our feelings.  Learning how to compromise and cooperate with our 

peers so that everybody’s needs are met. 

 Cooperation and Problem Solving Skills 

 From Farm to City: Exploring foods made from corn 

 Read and discuss, “Thanksgiving on Thursday” from the Magic Tree House series.  A brother and 

sister use a magic tree house to travel back in time to the very first Thanksgiving Celebration 

 The First Thanksgiving: Exploring the history of the Mayflower, Pilgrims, and Native Americans. 

 How do you celebrate Thanksgiving?: Sharing family traditions. 

Social Studies Standards Covered: 
Civics and Government 

6. Give examples that show the meaning of the following concepts: authority, fairness, justice, responsibility, and rules. (C) 

PreK-K.1 Identify and describe the events or people celebrated during United States national holidays and why we celebrate 

them. (H) (Thanksgiving) 

PreK-K.5 Retell stories that illustrate honesty, courage, friendship, respect, responsibility, and the wise or judicious 

exercise of authority, and explain how the characters in the stories show these qualities. (C) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


